List of Useful Phrases from 
the course  Basic Legislative Language

The Main Areas Of Ukrainian Legislation 

	Constitutional Law
	Constitutional law comprises the norms devoted to the political and state systems, public order, human rights, freedoms and duties of citizens, legal status of the Verkhovna Rada, the President, the Cabinet of Ministers, other central state authorities and local self-government bodies, the Public Prosecution, the judiciary, territorial structure, state symbols etc. The main source of constitutional law is the Constitution.

	Administrative Law
	Administrative law combines the legal rules that govern activities of state authorities and their relations with individuals. Administrative law consists of a number of laws and secondary legislation. The Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offenses and the Code of Administrative Procedure of Ukraine are the main legal sources of administrative law.

	Criminal Law
	Criminal law includes the legal rules defining crimes, forms of guilt, punishment, discharge or mitigation. The Criminal Code of Ukraine was adopted in 2001 with the aim to support the protection of human and civil rights, property rights, public order and prevent the crimes etc.
Procedural criminal law regulates criminal investigation and court examination. The new Criminal Procedure Code entered into force in November 2012. The new Code introduced previously unknown in Ukrainian law procedures, such as the plea bargaining, the home arrest as the prevention measure for a suspect and the undercover investigation.

	Civil Law
	The provisions of Ukrainian civil law govern the ownership, intellectual property, contracts, torts, succession etc. The Civil Code is the main law of this sphere.
Civil procedure includes the legal rules governing the procedure of the court consideration and solving the civil, labor and family disputes in Ukrainian courts. This legal field is governed by the Civil Procedural Code of Ukraine.

	Competition Law
	Competition legislation of Ukraine is based on two main laws.
The Law of Ukraine “On Protection of Economic Competition” of 2001 sets forth the unified rules of competition and defines the measures against monopolization.
The Law of Ukraine “On Protection from Unfair Competition” adopted in 1996 establishes the fundamentals for the protection of business participants and consumers against unfair competition.

	Financial Law
	Financial law regulates issues of the state budget, banking, tax system etc and its object of regulation includes money, securities and other financial instruments.
Formation of the financial system of Ukraine is in a permanent progress. The Budget Code was enacted by the Verkhovna Rada in 2010.
The main laws in the sphere of banking regulation include the Laws of Ukraine “On National Bank of Ukraine” (1999) and “On Banks and Banking Activity” (2000).

	Family Law
	Family law regulates marriage, its solemnisation and dissolution, personal ownership and non-property rights and duties of the spouses, relations between parents and children, adoption issues, etc. Such rules are incorporated into the Family Code adopted in 2002.

	Intellectual Property Law
	The intellectual property rights’ protection is guaranteed by the Laws of Ukraine “On Copyright and Related Rights” (1993), “On Distribution of Copies of Audiovisual Products, Phonograms, Computer Programs, Databases” (2000) etc. The Law of Ukraine “On Protection of Trademarks for Goods and Services” (1993) sets forth the framework for the trademarks for goods and services protection.
The criminal liability for violation of the copyright and related rights is envisaged in the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

	Commercial Law
	Commercial law regulates the main principles of business transactions and other commercial issues. The Commercial Code and Commercial Procedural Code are the main laws of this sphere.

	Company Law
	The Civil Code and the Commercial Code regulate the different forms of business in Ukraine.
The Law of Ukraine “On Business Associations” of 1991, establishes the legal forms of business associations, such as general partnership, limited partnership, added liability, limited liability companies and joint-stock companies.
The Law of Ukraine “On joint-stock companies” adopted in 2008 has become one of the most important acts, which regulate legal status of join-stock companies in Ukraine (both public and private).
The new law “On Limited Liability and Additional Liability Companies” is expected to be adopted by the Parliament of Ukraine during the year 2017. The adoption of such law will improve the corporate governance in limited liability and additional liability companies.
On 17 January 2017, the Ukrainian Parliament approved also the Draft Law on Corporate Agreements in the first reading. The draft law is intended to introduce the concept of shareholders’ agreements into Ukrainian legal framework aimed to structure efficiently the relations between participants of limited liability companies and shareholders of joint stock companies. 

	Bankruptcy Law
	The reform of bankruptcy legislation in Ukraine was finished by adoption in 1999 of the Law “On Restoration of Debtor’s Solvency or Declaring Debtor Bankrupt” (previously known as the law “On Bankruptcy”) with further profound revisions in 2011 and 2013. This new bankruptcy law is based on a new concept that is more alike to Western countries.

	Investment Law
	Investment activity in Ukraine is governed by two basic laws that form this specific sphere of the legislation. The Law of Ukraine “On Investment Activity”, which was adopted in 1991, sets forth the general principles of investing in Ukraine including the forms of investments. The Law of Ukraine “On Regime of Foreign Investment” (1996) provides the specifics of investing in Ukraine by foreign persons and international institutions.

	Labor Law
	Labor law includes the legal rules combined in the Labor Code of 1971 that governs the matters of the labor contracts, working hours, vacations and rest days, safety at the working place, wages, sick leave and maternity leave, social protection, labor disputes resolution, as well as basics of trade union activity. The Labor Code is the main, but not the sole, legislative act governing employment relationships in Ukraine.
On 5 November 2015, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine passed in first reading the draft of a new Labour Code, which is expected to substitute the current Labor Code of Ukraine of 1971. The draft law provides for certain progressive novelties, for example, establishes an obligation to conclude written employment agreements, provides for more flexibility in labor relations, introduces the concepts of divided working hours, self-scheduled working regime, capability of distant work. The text of the draft law is still in process of preparation to the second reading.

	Tax Law
	Adopted in 2010, the Tax Code codified and updated a number of laws of Ukraine. It set up the general principles of the Ukrainian tax system, as well as the taxes and duties (mandatory payments) which may be levied in Ukraine.


Taken from https://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Ukraine1.html#UkrainianLegs


Legal Profession

Legal practitioner		 is a person whose profession is to represent clients in a 					court 	of law or to advise or act for them in 				                                other legal matters
Scholar			 is an individual who have gained a respect  and recognition  				by their writings on legal topics.
Member of judiciary 	is a judge.
Prosecutor			is a lawyer who is trying to prove in a court of law that 					someone is guilty of a crime.
Attorney			is a person who has the legal right to do things and 					make decisions on someone else’s behalf.
Notary			is someone, especially a lawyer, who has the legal power to 				make a signed statement or document official.
Lawyer			is someone whose job is to advise people about 						laws, write formal agreements, or represent people in court.


Types of Legal Documents


 A directive is an official order or instruction.
 A bill is a written proposal for a new law, that is brought to a parliament so that it can be discussed.
A bylaw is a local government law that must be obeyed by the people living in an area, or people visiting it.
A statute is a law passed by a parliament, council etc and formally written down.
A regulation is an official rule or order.


Structure of Legal Acts

The structure of legal acts should not be a logical puzzle but it should follow a certain coherent structure. This does not mean that all laws shall have an identical structure, but key elements should be regulated in the same fashion.
	 A legal act, as a rule, shall consist of the following parts: 
		• title; 
		• general provisions; 
		• content provisions (substantial part of a legal act); 
		• final and transitional provisions; 
		• annexes. 

In lengthy pieces of legislation, it is advisable to provide a table of contents, listing all chapters and sub-chapters and, preferably, also the headings of all provisions. One should bear in mind that laws are made for the public and not only for legal specialists. A table of contents substantially improves the readability as it helps the reader to find the relevant provisions.
Taken from Guidlines for Ukrainian Governmental Administration on Approximation with EU Laws, Kyiv, 2018. 103p.

